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I  wish  men  to  be  free,  as  much  from 
mabs  as  kings — from  you  as  me. 
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chains  they  revere. — Voltaire. 
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not be,  and  where  liberty  is  there 
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THE  PEOPLE 

TOMMASO  CAMPANELLA. 

(Italian  philosopher   1568-1639.     This  poem  is  as  timely 
today  as  it  was  six  hundred  years  ago.) 

HP  HE  people  is  a  beast  of  muddy  brain 

*•  That  knows  not  its  own  strength,  and  therefore  stands 
Loaded  with  wood  and  stone;  the  powerless  hands 
Of  a  mere  child  guide  it  with  bit  and  rein; 
One  kick  would  be  enough  to  break  the  chain, 
But  the  beast  fears,  and  what  the  child  demands 
It  does;  nor  its  own  terror  understands, 
Confused  and  stupefied  by  bugbears  vain. 
Most  Wonderful!     With  its  own  hand  it  ties 
And  gags  itself — gives  itself  death  and  war 
For  pence  doled  out  by  kings  from  its  own  store. 
Its  own  are  all  things  between  earth  and  heaven; 
But  this  it  knows  not;  and  if  one  arise 
To  tell  this  truth,  it  kills  him  unforgiven. 


PREFACE. 

Capitalism,  the  enemy  of  progress  and  civilization,  is  now 
on  the  verge  of  bankruptcy.  The  rulers  have  decided  to 
fight  rather  than  relinguish  their  power  which  indicates  their 
weakness  and  impotency.  In  order  to  save  capitalism  they 
have  introduced  methods  of  terrorism,  hoping  by  frightfulness 
to  retain  the  working  class  in  subjection.  In  Spain,  Germany, 
Hungary,  France,  Mexico  and  many  other  countries  there  has 
been  organized  legions  of  black  hundreds  to  suppress  and  in- 
timidate the  producers  of  the  world's  wealth. 

In  America  we  are  by  no  means  safe  from  this  plague  of 
the  black  hundreds.  Here  is  a  fertile  soil  for  the  growth  of 
organized  terrorism.  Two  such  organizations  now  exist,  the 
American  Legion  and  the  Invisible  Empire  of  the  Ku  Klux 
Klan,  with  a  third,  The  Minute  Men  of  the  Constitution  in 
process  of  formation.  The  founder  of  this  latter  group  is  no 
less  a  man  than  "Hell  and  Maria**  General  Charles  Dawes, 
who  promises  to  be  a  future  American  Mussolini.  The  aims 
and  principles  of  The  Minute  Men  of  the  Constitution,  like 
those  of  the  American  Legion  and  the  Ku  Klux  Klan,  are  to 
crush  organized  labor.  To  succeed  it  will  be  necessary  to  use 
the  identical  illegal  and  atrocious  methods  used  by  Mussolini, 
the  Savior  of  the  Italian  ruling  class. 

General  Dawes  will  have  no  lack  of  co-operation  for 
every  business  man,  preacher  and  profiteer  in  the  country  will 
help  him  in  the  work  of  making  America  safe  for  capitalism. 

In  connection  with  the  foregoing,  it  is  important  t©  direct 
the  readers*  attention  to  the  fact  that  Mussolini,  immediately 
upon  his  assumption  of  power  in  Italy,  sent  to  the  United 
States  an  ambassador,  Prince  Gaetani,  with  instructions  to 
organize  the  Fascisti  of  America.  Imediately  upon  the  arrival 
of  the  prince  several  lieutenants  were  appointed,  among  them 
Professor  Bigongiari  of  Columbia  University.  This  campaign 
to  organize  the  workers  into  the  Fascisti  militia  has  now  been 
in  process  for  several  months,  with  Judge  Gary,  ultra  patriot 
and  President  of  the  United  States  Steel  Corporation  as  an 
ardent  advocate. 


Already  millions  of  dollars  have  been  spent  by  the  Ameri- 
can Plutocracy  to  insure  the  success  of  Fascismo.  The  brazen 
newspapers  and  the  Church  have  not  failed  in  allegiance  to 
the  master  class  in  their  campaign  to  crush  radicalism  and  the 
establishment  of  a  Fascista  Republic  of  America. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  we  are  in  a  position  to  understand 
the  situation,  including  the  intention  of  the  oppressors  of  the 
working  class,  we  feel  it  is  a  duty  to  set  before  the  workers 
some  facts  in  this  book  regarding  the  principles  of  Fascismo. 

We  trust  that  with  the  reading  of  the  book  the  workers 
will  realize  the  dangers  that  lurk  in  Fascismo  and  thus  being 
conscious  of  its  importance  will  answer  the  call  to  solid 
organization  in  opposition.  It  should  be,  according  to  our 
view,  the  mission  of  the  American  working  class  to  organize 
en  masse  and  fight  the  pernicious  propaganda  of  Fascismo. 
Our  duty  is  clear, — to  defend  ourselves  and  protect  our 
children  from  this  threatening  menace  of  Fascismo. 

— PASQUALE  RUSSO. 
Chicago,  Illinois, 
September  15,  1923. 


INTRODUCTION. 

The  soil  of  Italy,  has  from  time  to  time,  been  the  scene 
of  a  bloody  conflict  between  the  toilers  and  industrial  lords. 
These  conflicts  have  been  caused  by  the  workers  protesting 
against  the  inhuman  conditions  under  which  they  were  forced 
to  live. 

In  all  these  rebellions,  unfortunately,  the  workers  have 
been  defeated.  The  defeats  though  are  not  to  be  attributed 
to  lack  of  solidarity  or  commonness  of  aim  but  rather  to  the 
craftiness  of  the  unusual  number  of  treacherous  leaders  in 
their  midst. 

In  all  parts  of  Italy  the  population  has  been  very  sus- 
ceptible to  socialistic  appeals  and  that  country,  today,  has 
the  reputation  of  having  produced  more  anarchists  and 
socialists  than  any  other  country  except  Soviet  Russia.  This 
makes  the  pages  of  the  Italian  class  struggle  educational  and 
interesting,  and  naturally  from  such  conditions  we  would 
expect  no  little  success. 

This,  however,  has  not  been  the  case  for  in  each  instance 
when  the  workers  were  making  the  supreme  effort  some  one 
of  their  leaders  has  been  corrupted  or  diverted  by  some 
ulterior  motive.  How  this  may  be  is  best  understood  when 
the  psychology  of  the  Italian  worker  is  taken  into  con- 
sideration. As  an  individual  he  is  loyal  to  his  class,  but  also 
very  sentimental,  much  given  to  hero  worship  and  reposing 
faith  in  those  who  have  the  direction  of  affairs. 

Trust  and  faith  on  the  part  of  the  workingmen  has  in 
Italy,  as  elsewhere,  been  the  great  mistake  made  in  the  class 
struggle.  Had  our  Italian  comrades  used  their  abundance  of 
enthusiasm  and  energy  in  the  economic  field,  in  place  of  dis- 
sipating it  in  political  struggles,  they  would  have  achieved 
their  emancipation  ere  now.  In  every  strike,  every  rebellion 
of  the  workers,  the  Italian  workers  have  answered  as  one 
man,  toiling  bravely  and  giving  their  lives  gladly  when 
necessary  for  the  freedom  of  labor.  But  all  this  availed 
little,  in  fact  misery  and  starvation  were  the  results.      In  each 
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crisis   some   of   the   leaders   became   renegades   and    sold    the 
cause  of  labor  for  a  mess  of  pottage. 

Such,  in  general,  was  the  history  of  Italian  proletariat 
down  to  beginning  of  the  World  War.  When  that  great 
calamity  came  upon  Europe  the  workers  of  Italy  were  well 
organized  and  in  an  advantageous  position  while  their  master, 
the  ruling  class,  was  growing  weaker  each  day.  This  weak- 
ness had  come  as  a  result  of  the  war  on  Turkey.  The  Italian 
capitalist  class  declared  war  on  the  Turks  with  two  very 
definite  objects  in  mind,  first  to  acquire  territory  at  the 
expense  of  the  miserable  Ottoman  Empire,  and  secondly,  to 
crush  organized  labor  in  Italy.  In  the  former  they  succeeded 
but  failed  in  the  latter. 

So  in  1914  with  the  workers  showing  a  united  front,  the 
Socialist  Party  came  among  them,  creating  a  deal  of 
enthusiasm  of  declaring  that  they  could  emancipate  them- 
selves by  the  election  of  Socialists  to  the  Italian  Parliament. 
The  working  people,  owing  to  their  naive  faith  and  sus- 
ceptibility to  eloquence,  voted  for  and  elected  a  great  number 
of  Socialist  members,  who  later  revealed  themselves  as  crafty 
politicians. 

However,  the  election  inspired  the  workers  and  they  be- 
gan to  clamor  for  more  power  so  at  first  it  was  necessary  for 
the  master  to  make  liberal  concessions  to  them.  Still  the 
master  was  aware  that  they  and  the  church  were  facing  an 
eclipse  and  they  began  to  formulate  a  practical  plan  whereby 
the  workers*  movement  might  be  destroyed.  To  openly 
avow  such  a  purpose  would  have  been  fatal,  but  under  the 
cover  of  participation  in  the  World  War,  the  lackies  of 
capitalism,  priests,  editors  and  professional  war  agitators, 
could  succeed.      This  plan  was  immediately  acted  upon. 

With  the  motto  Italia  Irredenta  and  long  lamentations 
about  the  tyranny  of  the  Hasburg  Regime  and  the  oppression 
of  the  Austrian  Monarchy,  the  campaign  for  war  began.  The 
workers'  attention  was  directed  to  Austria  without  a  word 
being  uttered  about  their  sufferings  under  the  tyranny  of  King 
Victor  III.  The  object  of  course  was  not  to  help  the  Italian 
workers  then  living  under  an  Austrian  Regime  but  to  involve 
Italy  in  a  war  so  that  the  working  class  organization  could 
be  destroyed  during  the  excitement. 

By   May,    1915,    the    psychological    conditions    were   such 
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that  the  Italian  Government  joined  in  the  world  struggle  then 
going  on.  This  action  brought  hope  and  joy  to  every 
capitalist  heart,  and  many  laws  were  enacted  restricting  the 
activities  of  the  organized  workers. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  after  the  Italian  had  been 
freed  from  Austrian  domination,  the  soldiers  returned  filled 
with  a  rebellious  and  revolutionary  spirit.  While  they  were 
absent  the  success  of  the  Russian  Revolution  had  made  a 
favorable  impression  and  they  had  resolved  to  free  the 
Italian  working  class  in  the  same  manner. 

As  an  antidote  and  to  check  this  revolutionary  spirit,  a 
militia  named  the  Fascisti  was  organized.  This  fact  is 
proven  by  the  words  of  Mussolini  when  he  said:  "The  beast 
is  coming  from  the  trenches  and  must  be  checked  at  any 
cost." 

The  Church,  the  school,  the  press, — all  capitalistic  insti- 
tutions joined  in  the  work  of  Fascismo.  Added  to  this  was 
the  treachery  of  the  political  Socialists  in  the  Parliament  so 
that  by  1922  the  Fascisti  was  in  complete  control  of  the 
government,  and  today  the  Italian  proletariat  is  bleeding 
under  the  iron  rule  of  Dux  Mussolini. 

Our  book  then  is  the  story  of  the  Fascisti,  though  they 
did  not  come  to  power  till  1922,  we  needs  must  take  the 
reader  back  to  1914  to  show  how  the  movement  grew  out 
of  the  then  existing  labor  conditions. 


FASCISMO 

WORLD  WAR. 

Fascismo  is  a  new  pestilence  that  has  grown  out  of  the  late 
world  war  and  in  order  to  understand  its  beginning  and  his- 
tory we  must  go  back  to  July,    1914. 

At  that  time  the  international  financiers,  in  the  interest  of 
what  they  declared  to  be  liberty  and  civilization,  made  another 
war  that  was  distinctly  detrimental  to  the  workers  of  the 
world.  The  money  lords  at  the  time  were  opposed  to  the 
Prussian  military  machine  and  they  insisted  that  war  was  the 
only  adequate  check  to  the  Kaiser  in  his  campaign  of  con- 
quering the  world. 

Our  common  sense  knows  differently.  We  know  the 
World  War  was  fought  for  commercial  and  imperial  purposes. 
It  was  a  quarrel  between  England  and  Germany  and  the  cause 
of  the  quarrel  was  nothing  less  than  business  rivalry.  To  be 
very  specific,  it  was  a  quarrel  about  coal  and  iron. 

The  workers,  hallucinated  by  the  word,  *  liberty'*  were 
unable  to  sense  the  real  motives,  and  therefore  fought  another 
capitalist  war.  The  result  to  them,  as  usual,  was  not  freedom 
but  bullets  and  chains. 

RENEGADE  SOCIALISTS. 

For  years,  in  every  country,  there  has  been  a  group  of 
men  going  by  the  name  of  Socialist,  who  have  made  a  com- 
paratively easy  living  by  beguiling  the  masses  with  false  doc- 
trines. Their  argument  as  presented  to  the  workers  was,  "Vote 
the  Socialist  Party  ticket  on  election  day  and  when  we  are 
in  political  control  we  will  free  you  from  capitalistic  exploita- 
tion and  remove  the  cause  of  war.*' 

In  many  cases  the  workers  gave  this  statement  serious  con- 
sideration resulting  in  the  election  of  many  Socialists  to  the 
various  parliaments  in  European  countries.  After  the  So- 
cialists had  attained  power  they  became  very  reactionary  and 
in  policy  could  not  be  distinguished  from  the  average  repub- 
lican or  democratic  politician.      In  July,    1914,   the  Socialists 
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had  such  an  influence  over  the  working  class  vote  that  their 
party  had  elected  many  members  to  parliament  besides  con- 
trolling many  municipalities.  With  all  these  successes  the 
working  class  of  Europe  had  reason  to  hope  for  some  relief 
from  their  many  disabilities. 

But  when  the  World  War  broke  out,  the  Socialist  deputies 
in  place  of  opposing  the  war,  sold  themselves  and  their  in- 
fluence to  the  bourgeoisie.  Thus  the  workers  were  fooled  by 
the  socialist  humbug  and  had  to  pay  a  high  price  for  their 
folly.  Once  again  it  had  been  demonstrated  that  the  politician 
deserts  the  worker  in  time  of  need.  The  crafty  Socialists  of 
Germany,  France,  England  and  Russia  had  failed  utterly  in 
their  promises  and  once  more  was  demonstrated  to  the  world 
the  trickery  and  deception  of  politicians,  Socialist  or  other- 
wise. 

ITALY  AND  THE  WAR. 

When  the  carnage  of  the  workers  began  in  Europe,  Italy 
decided  to  take  a  neutral  position,  not  that  she  was  a  peace- 
loving  nation  but  because  it  seemed  to  be  bad  business  policy 
to  fight. 

Italy  has  been  at  all  times  ready  to  sell  the  blood  of  the 
Italian  workers  to  insure  the  success  of  capitalism,  but  this 
readiness  has  at  all  times  been  restrained  by  the  question: 
*' Who  will  offer  the  highest  price  for  the  worker's  blood?" 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  World  War  it  was  desired  by  the 
Italian  capitalist  class  to  recover  possession  of  Corsica,  Nice 
and  Savoy  from  France;  the  Island  of  Malta  from  England, 
and  Trento,  Trieste,  Istria  and  Dalmatia  from  the  Austrian 
Empire.  If  the  allied  governments  would  grant  this  request 
the  capitalists  of  Italy  deemed  it  wise  to  participate  in  the 
World  War. 

The  allied  governments,  however,  would  only  offer  to 
Italy  a  small  concession  in  Anatolia  (Asia  Minor).  This  the 
Italian  government  flatly  refused  and  straightway  made  over- 
tures to  the  Austrian  government  asking  for  better  terms  than 
the  Allies  had  offered.  Austria  replied  by  informing  Italy 
that  the  most  that  could  be  granted  would  be  a  slice  of  Al- 
banian territory.  By  this  reply  Italy  was  given  to  under- 
stand that  her  "Irredenta"   dreams  were  out  of  the  question. 

With  this  knowledge,  the  astute  prime  minister,  Giovanni 
Giolitti,  decided  to  stay  out  of  the  European  imbroglio  unless 
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either  the  Central  or  Allied  governments  bowed  to  the  Italian 
demands. 

D'ANNUNZIO. 

The  diplomats  of  the  Allied  governments  then  invaded 
Italy  with  an  army  of  agents,  spreading  a  pro-war  propaganda. 
Crooks,  criminals,  socialists,  editors,  poets  and  priests  in  great 
numbers  offered  their  services  to  the  Allies  for  a  mess  of 
pottage. 

At  this  time  one  of  the  freak  poets,  Gabriele  d'Annunzio, 
was  living  in  France.  Some  years  before  he  had  been  forced 
to  leave  Italy  owing  to  debts  he  brought  on  himself  by  his 
indulgence  in  gambling,  liquors  and  women.  It  may  safely 
be  said  that  with  the  exception  of  a  few  actresses  the  name  of 
D'Annunzio  had  been  forgotten.  He  now  realized  that  here 
was  a  golden  opportunity  to  gain  both  fame  and  money  and 
straightway  back  to  Italy  he  went. 

Upon  his  arrival  he  began  making  speeches  advocating 
Italian  participation  in  the  World  War.  His  ideas  were  fan- 
tastic, his  voice  eloquent,  inspiring  his  hearers  with  dreams 
of  a  greater  Italy. 

MUSSOLINI. 

The  eccentricities  of  D'Annunzio  were  no  surprise  to 
radicals  but  this  whole  body  of  advanced  opinion  was  shocked 
into  insensibility  when  it  was  learned  that  Benito  Mussolini  had 
been  influenced  in  the  same  direction. 

Mussolini  had  in  the  past  been  a  sincere  and  devout  ad- 
vocate of  the  worker's  cause  and  no  one  dreamed  that  he, 
the  editor  of  the  daily  socialist  paper  "Avanti"  would  one 
day  come  to  be  the  great  enemy  of  the  working  class. 

In  the  beginning,  Mussolini,  like  most  of  the  other  Italian 
politicians,  spoke  against  the  war.  In  a  short  while  he  changed 
front  and  in  October,  1914,  he  published  his  first  article 
advocating  war.  The  title  of  the  article  was,  "From  Absolute 
Neutrality  to  Effective  Preparedness."  The  treacherous  Ger- 
man Socialist  was  the  main  object  of  his  attack. 

For  the  first  time  in  his  life,  Mussolini,  idol  of  the  Italian 
working  class,  now  spoke  in  favor  of  a  capitalistic  war.  Some 
two  weeks  later  he  spoke  in  Milan,  demanding  that  Italy  join 
the  Imperialists  of  the  world  in  their  slaughter  of  the  work- 
ers.     This  speech  caused  great  indignation  and  imprecations 
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and  insults  were  directed  against  the  latest  renegade,  Mus- 
solini. A  few  days  later  Mussolini  was  expelled  by  the 
Bologna  Convention  of  the  Socialist  Party.  The  expulsion 
made  him  furious  and  incidental  to  his  reply  he  said:  "I  tell 
you,  from  now  on,  I  will  not  show  pity  to  any  one  of  you  who 
have  not  stood  by  me  in  this  tragic  hour.  There  will  be  no 
saving  of  cowards." 

According  to  Victor  E.  Fiori,  Mussolini's  best  friend,  the 
erstwhile  editor,  of  the  "Avanti"  had  only  five  lires  in  his 
pocket  at  the  time  of  his  expulsion  from  the  party.  His 
treachery  evidently  brought  him  good  monetary  results  for  a 
few  days  later  he  had  sufficient  money  to  start  a  daily  re- 
actionary paper  which  he  named  "II  Popolo  DTtalia'  (The 
Italian  People).      It  was  dated  November   15th,    1914. 

In  May  of  the  following  year  the  blood  of  the  Italian 
working  class  was  sold  to  the  Allied  governments  by  the 
decision  of  the  Salandra  Ministry  to  make  war  on  the  Austrian 
Government.  Later  in  the  year,  Mussolini  was  called  to 
serve  in  the  army.  Going  to  war  he  left  the  direction  of  his 
paper  in  the  hands  of  Giuseppe  De  Falco,  another  renegade 
Socialist.  Mussolini  after  being  in  the  service  several  months 
was  appointed  a  corporal  of  Bersaglieri.  After  engaging 
in  several  battles  he  obtained  an  official  discharge  for  dis- 
ability. 

ORIGIN  OF  FASCISMO 

In  November,  1918.  the  Allied  governments  and  Germany 
signed  an  armistice  which  was  heralded  by  the  capitalist  press 
as  the  "end  of  the  war."  Germany  had  been  defeated  and 
the  world  was  made  a  better  place  for  capitalism. 

However,  this  was  not  true  of  Italian  capitalism  for  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  war  it  was  on  the  verge  of  collapse.  The 
workers  had  shown  some  disposition  to  overthrow  the  whole 
capitalist  regime.  Foreseeing  such  a  calamity  and  seeking  to 
avoid  it  the  master  class  requested  D'Annunzio  to  formulate  a 
plan  whereby  the  working  class  could  be  crushed. 

D'Annunzio,  admirer  of  Czarism,  glady  accepted  the  re- 
sponsibility and  in  a  few  days  came  forward  with  a  plan 
which  was  aptly  termed  "Organized  Terrorism."  To  carry 
out  his  plan  he  selected  Mussolini  as  the  organizer  of  this  new 
brigandage,  which  is  now  known  as  Fascismo.  Mussolini  met 
with  such  success  that  he  soon  forgot  D'Annunzio  and  super- 
seded him  by  gaining  complete  control  of  all  Fascisti  factions. 
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WHAT  IS  FASCISMO? 

In  every  part  of  the  world  today,  this  is  the  principal  ques- 
tion being  asked:  "What  is  Fascismo?"  Fascismo  is  nothing 
less  than  a  new  form  of  bourgeoise  terrorism  (Ultra  Na- 
tionalism), organized  by  the  Italian  industrial  kings  for  the 
purpose  of  crushing  organized  labor.  In  Italy  it  has  succeeded 
so  well  that  it  has  kept  Italy  under  a  reign  of  bloodshed  for  a 
period  of  four  years. 

The  name  of  this  Italian  Camorra  or  Black  Hundred  is 
"Fascio  Nazionale  dei  Combatteni"  (National  Bundle  of 
Fighters) .  The  name  is  derived  from  that  of  a  legion  serving 
under  the  ancient  Roman  Empire  which  called  itself  "Fascio 
del  Littori"  (Bundle  of  Combatants).  The  members  of  the 
ancient  legion  as  well  as  their  modern  imitators  wear  black 
shirts,  the  symbol  of  death. 

The  fascisti  militia  is  divided  into  1 9  legions  and  each 
is  again  divided  into  cohorts.  Each  cohort  contains  two 
squadrons,  the  officer  in  charge  of  each  being  a  centurion. 
Each  squadron  contains  ten  men  and  is  commanded  by  a 
decurion.  The  entire  militia  is  under  the  command  of  the 
Dux  Mussolini. 

The  labors  of  the  fascisti  militia  is  arranged  in  two  de- 
partments,  respectively  called  the  "Triari"   and  the  "Princi." 

The  duties  of  the  "Triari"  are  educational,  that  is,  to  carry 
on  a  campaign  against  radicalism,  anarchism  and  liberalism. 
Their  duties  are  persuasive  and  indirect.  Those  of  the  "Princf ' 
are  direct  action  and  they  make  up  the  backbone  of 
Fascismo.  The  duty  of  each  member  of  the  "Princi"  is  to 
fight,  using  extreme  violence  much  the  same  as  is  done  by 
the  Knights  of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan. 

Had  the  Socialist  Party  of  Italy  been  foresighted,  it  could 
have  taken  steps  that  would  have  stunted  the  growth  of  the 
Fascisti.  In  1919,  Mussolini  had  only  300  men  supporting 
him,  and  his  movement  would  have  failed  had  it  met  with  any 
effective  opposition. 

In  this  the  Socialist  Party  failed,  and  in  April,  1919,  Mus- 
solini had  the  temerity,  with  a  handful  of  followers,  to  de- 
stroy the  offices  and  presses  of  the  daily  Socialist  paper 
"Avanti,"  of  which  Mussolini  himself  had  for  many  years 
been   editor, 

In  1920,  the  unrest  among  the  Italian  working  classes  was 
at  its  most  critical  stage.     The  demand  by  two  million  mem- 
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bers  of  the  General  Confederation  of  Labor  for  direct  action 
was  growing  more  and  more  insistent. 

The  official  of  this  large  body  of  men  ignored  the  demand 
for  many  weeks,  but  a  crisis  came  on  the  1  7th  of  June,  1920. 
The  crisis  was  caused  by  the  Italian  Metal  Workers,  a  very 
powerful  organization,  making  a  demand  for  a  forty  per 
cent  increase  in  wages.  The  owners  of  the  metal  plants 
challenged  the  demand  by  offering  a  finish  fight.  This 
threat  was  promptly  met  by  the  officials  of  the  Confederation 
of   Labor   ordering   the   men   to    strike    on    the   job.  (This 

method,  it  will  be  noted,  is  one  of  the  most  effective  employed 
by  the  I.  W.  W.) 

By  way  of  retaliation  the  employers  threatened  to  lock 
the  men  out.  This  threat  was  met  by  the  men  putting  the 
bosses  outside  the  plants  and  assuming  charge  themselves. 
The  first  plant  to  be  taken  over  in  this  manner  was  the  Romeo, 
in  the  city  of  Milan,  on  August  13,  1920.  This  inspired  the 
peasants  roundabout  to  take  possession  of  the  land,  and  the 
movement  spread  so  rapidly  that  by  the  end  of  August  the 
workers  had  the  land  and  factories  under  their  own  manage- 
ment. 

As  the  movement  spread,  red  flags  were  displayed,  soldiers 
joining  the  workers  in  such  popular  sayings  as:  "Long  Live  the 
Revolution,"  "Down  with  the  King,"  "Down  with  Capital- 
ism,"   "Long  Live  the  Workers*    Republic." 

The  Avanti,  an  Italian  Socialist  paper,  published  in  Milan, 
Sept.  5,    1920,  the  following  appeal: 

TO  THE  WORKERS: 

"Peasants,  follow  the  struggle  of  the  metal  workers;  give 
it  your  support,  and  should  tomorrow  the  hour  of  the  de- 
cisive battle  against  all  masters  and  exploiters  strike,  you  too 
join  the  others.  Seize  the  city  hall  and  the  land;  disarm  the 
police  and,  together  with  the  workmen,  form  your  own 
battalions;  march  towards  the  large  cities  to  help  the  people 
in  their  fight  against  the  bailiffs  paid  by  the  bourgeoisie,  for 
you  know  that  the  day  of  justice  and  liberty  is  near." 

TO  THE  SOLDIERS: 

"Soldiers,  if  you  are  stationed  in  the  shops  and  the  work- 
ingmen  attempt  to  enter  them,  let  them  in;  if  you  are  ordered 
to  take  the  factories  from  the  hands  of  the  workers,  retire  as 
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soon  as  the  workers  put  up  a  little  resistance;  if  you  are 
stationed  in  the  streets  to  form  cordons,  let  the  crowd  pass 
through!  Do  not  shoot,  in  any  case,  by  any  order,  against 
the  crowd,  but  be  ready  decisively  and  courageously  to  unite 
your  strength  and  your  arms  with  the  strength  and  the  arms 
of  the  workingmen  who  are  your  brothers  by  class  and 
misery,  in  order  to  overthrow  the  exploiting  system  of  the 
profiteers  and  establish  the  society  of  free  and  equal  men." 

TREACHERY. 

On  September  1  Oth,  while  the  revolution  was  in  progress, 
the  Socialist  Party  and  Confederation  of  Labor  held  a  joint 
session  in  Milan  for  determining  the  next  step  to  be  taken. 

The  crisis  was  on,  the  supreme  moment  at  hand.  For  the 
first  time  in  the  history  of  Italy,  the  soldiers  had  joined  with 
the  workers  to  crush  exploitation.  The  tyrants  trembled  as 
the  workers  demanded  power.  The  main  question  that  con- 
fronted the  officials  of  the  Socialist  Party  was,  "Who  shall 
rule  Italy;  shall  it  be  exploiters  or  workers?"  In  answering 
this  most  vital  and  important  question  the  Socialist  Party  split 
into  two  distinct  parts. 

The  left  wing  of  the  party  was  led  by  Gennari,  Bombacci, 
Bordiga  and  Terracini,  all  favoring  the  rule  of  the  workers  and 
proletarian  supremacy.  On  the  other  hand  the  Centrist  and 
Right  Wing  stood  out  against  working  class  rule  admonishing 
them  to  cease  their  revolutionary  nonsense.  It  were  best, 
said  they,  to  let  things  remain  as  they  previously  had  been. 

D'Aragona,  leader  of  this  latter  faction  and  incidentally 
traitor  to  the  workers  cause,  stated  that  Italy  was  not  ripe 
for  a  proletarian  government,  nor  were  the  people  well  enough 
educated  to  take  control  of  the  industries.  He  seemed  to 
think  that  his  friends,  the  capitalists,  should  be  left  alone  for 
the  present  and  that  the  next  generation  of  workers  would  be 
better  equipped  to  fight  out  the  question. 

D'Aragona  in  thus  averting  the  revolution  and  impeding 
the  success  of  the  workers,  was  heartily  assisted  by  such  crafty 
politicians  as  Serrati,  Baratona,  Lazzari  and  Philip  Turati, 
foxiest   of   all   the   Socialist   renegades. 

It  is  now  known  that  the  action  of  the  Socialist  at  the  con- 
ference was  nothing  less  than  treachery  for  which  the  working 
class  paid  dearly  with  the  blood  of  thousands  of  their  fel- 
lows. 
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On  September  15,  1920,  the  Italian  premier  met  the  so- 
cialist leaders.  Giolitti,  the  premier,  spoke  to  them  like  a  so- 
cialist, using  the  identical  words  that  Turati  and  D'Aragona 
had  used  in  addressing  the  masses.  He  made  it  quite  plain 
that  he  favored  the  rights  of  the  workers  and  that  he  would 
compel  the  capitalist  class  to  grant  justice  and  liberty  to  all. 
If  the  workers  would  give  up  their  arms  and  withdraw  from 
the  factories,  he  would  see  to  it  that  justice  was  done  to  all. 
While  Giolitti  was  making  his  speech  to  the  Socialist  delega- 
tion, instructions  issued  by  him  were  being  delivered  to  Mus- 
solini directing  that  the  hour  to  smash  organized  labor  had 
come. 

The  Socialists  accepted  the  terms  of  surrender  and  later 
at  the  Congress  of  the  Metal  Workers  succeeded  in  having  that 
body  adopt  the  plan.  Three  days  later,  the  entire  matter  was 
submitted  to  the  membership  and  was  by  them  endorsed. 

In  thus  surrending,  giving  up  the  factories,  the  Italian 
working  class  signed  another  death  warrant,  thereby  ending 
another  struggle  that  promised  to  be  a  glorious  revolution. 

THE  REACTION. 

Capitalism  had  been  saved  again  by  the  treachery  of  the 
Socialist  Party.  The  bosses  went  into  the  factories  and  the 
workers  came  out  only  to  return  as  slaves. 

Now  that  the  capitalists  had  the  upper  hand,  their  brutality 
toward  the  working  class  was  more  marked  than  ever.  In  a 
short  while  the  workers  paid  in  their  own  blood  for  the  mis- 
take they  had  made  in  following  crafty  politicians. 

Mussolini  had  by  this  time  organized  20,000  black  shirts 
and  Giolitti  gave  him  a  free  hand  to  do  as  he  liked.  The 
fascisti  militia  was  called  to  the  colors,  punitive  expeditions 
were  organized,  bands  of  brigands  were  sent  from  village  to 
village  with  instruction  to  raid  and  destroy  co-operative  stores, 
labor  halls,  social  clubs  and  labor  printing  offices.  Thousands 
of  workers  were  compelled  to  give  up  their  positions  and  the 
national  purgative  of  castor  oil  was  forced  on  thousands. 
After  one  year  of  terrorism  it  resulted  in  400  workers  killed, 
thousands  wounded  and  200  Chambers  of  Labor  destroyed. 
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Workers'  Headquarters  Destroyed  by  Fascisti  Militia. 


FUTILITY  OF  POLITICAL  ACTION. 

Election  time  came  again  in  a  short  while,  and  the  So- 
cialists, as  before,  came  before  the  workers  with  the  same  old 
political  humbug.  It  was  evident  that  the  workers  had  not 
yet  learned  to  organize  on  the  job  nor  to  use  the  weapon  of 
the  general  strike.  In  the  election  they  again  followed  the 
Socialists  and  Communists. 

The  Fascisti  used  every  means  in  its  power  to  ter- 
rorize the  workers,  hoping  thereby  to  defeat  the  Socialists 
and  elect  Fascisti  in  their  stead.  However,  the  election  re- 
sulted in  the  returning  of  125  Socialists  and  15  Communists 
to  parliament  While  in  some  respects  this  was  a  defeat  for 
the  Fascisti,  it  neither  advanced  the  cause  of  the  workers  nor 
suppressed  the  lawless  band  of  Mussolini.  In  fact,  the  num- 
ber of  the  Fascisti  increased,  and  the  terrorizing  of  workers 
accordingly. 
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SELF  DEFENSE. 

As  a  means  of  self  defense  and  to  check  the  terrorism  of 
the  Fascisti,  the  anarchists,  syndicalists  and  communists 
organized  the  "Arditi  del  Popolo,"  (Workers'  Army).  The 
Socialist  Party  refused  to  sanction  or  have  any  part  in  the 
organization  of  the  Workers'  Army.  Despite  the  action  of 
the  Socialists,  the  army  for  the  defense  of  the  workers  soon 
became  a  very  powerful  organization  and  daily  fought  in 
the  streets  against  the  Fascisti  in  defense  of  the  working  class. 

The  "  Arditi  del  Popolo"  caused  great  consternation 
among  the  capitalists.  De  Nicola,  a  very  astute  politician  and 
President  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  called  a  conference 
for  the  purpose  of  devising  a  plan  for  destroying  the  army 
of  the  working  people.  All  the  groups  then  in  parliament 
were  invited  to  participate  in  the  conference.  The  Socialist 
group  accepted,  but  much  to  the  credit  of  the  Communists, 
they  declined. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  conference  the  Socialist  Party 
signed  a  pact  in  which  they  agreed  to  act  as  spies  for  the 
Fascisti,  to  expel  all  communists  from  their  organization  and 
to  report  the  activities  of  the  Arditi  del  Popolo. 

By  this  agreement  the  Arditi  del  Popolo  was  stabbed  in 
the  back  and  the  way*  was  paved  for  Mussolini  to  march  on 
Rome  and  declare  himself  Dictator  of  Italy. 
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Metal   Workers'   Office  Destroyed   by   the  Fascist!  Militia. 


THE  FASCISTI  DICTATORSHIP. 

In  November,  1923,  Mussolini,  disregarding  the  mili- 
tary and  civil  authorities,  began  his  march  to  Rome,  followed 
by  300,000  black  shirts. 

King  Victor,  trembling  in  fear  before  this  man's  power,  in- 
vited Mussolini  to  enter  Rome  and  take  charge  of  the  work- 
ing class  destinies.  Mussolini  accepted  the  invitation,  and  in 
less  than  twenty-four  hours  declared  himself  the  New  Na- 
poleon,  Dictator  and  Dux  of  Italy. 

At  this  writing  eight  months  have  passed,  it  has  been  a 
time  of  terror;  Italy  is  now  in  agony.  Free  speech,  free  press 
and  free  assembly,  all  have  been  abolished.  To  speak  against 
any  capitalist  institution  is  a  crime;  the  church,  the  king,  the 
pope,  all  are  sacred. 

Freedom  in  Italy  is  dead,  but  the  revolutionary  spirit  is 
very  much  alive  and  the  working  class  has  been  given  another 
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lesson.  From  this  they  will  probably  learn  that  it  is  unwise 
to  let  politicians  lead  them. 

As  the  situation  now  stands,  the  Italian  working  class  are 
helpless.  Yet  there  remains  a  way  out,  and  that  is  to  organize 
on  the  job  and  prepare  themselves  for  the  forthcoming  rev- 
olutionary class  struggle. 

The  workers  must  rid  themselves  of  the  delusion  that 
political  action  will  emancipate  them.  Only  by  uniting  in- 
dustrially and  using  the  weapon  of  the  class  struggle  will  they 
be  able  to  free  themselves. 

Out  of  the  present  chaos  there  will  grow  a  colossal  labor 
movement,  keeping  itself  free  of  Socialist  or  other  type  of 
politician. 

Were  the  workers  of  Italy  to  organize  on  the  industrial 
field  and  solidify  their  ranks  they  would  have  sufficient  power 
to  blast  the  Fascisti  regime  into  dust. 

DISCIPLINARY    REGULATION    FOR    THE    FASCISTI 

MILITIA. 
Fascisti  Militia.* 

1 .  The  Fascisti  Party  is  always  a  militia. 

2.  The  Fascisti  militia  is  at  the  service  of  God  and  the 
Italian  nation  and  gives  the  following  oath: 

"In  the  name  of  God  and  of  Italy,  in  the  name  of  all 
those  who  have  fallen  in  battle  for  the  greatness  of  Italy,  I 
swear  to  consecrate  myself  exclusively  and  unceasingly  for 
Italy's  good." 

3.  Its  military  uniform  is  the  symbol  of  giving  to  Italy  a 
new  masculine  vigor  and  laying  the  foundation  for  a  formid- 
able hierarchy  to  which  the  party  will  eventually  intrust  the 
destinies  of  the  nation. 

4.  The  Fascisti  militia  shall  serve  Italy  in  purity,  with  a 
spirit  imbued  with  a  deep  mysticism,  based  on  an  unshakable 
faith,  dominated  by  an  inflexible  will,  scorning  opportunism 
and  prudence  as  cowardice,  determined  to  make  any  sacrifice 
for  its  faith,  conscious  of  the  burden  of  a  terrible  mission  to 
save  the  great  mother  of  all  and  strengthen  and  purify  her. 

5.  The  Fasciti  soldier  knows  only  duty.  His  only  right 
is  to  fulfil  his  duty  and  enjoy  it. 

6.  Whether  officer  or  soldier  he  must  obey  with  humility 
and    command     with     force.       Obedience     in     this    voluntary 


*Reprint    from   the   Nation. 
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militia  shall  be  * 'blind,  absolute,  and  respectful'*  up  to  the 
highest  step  in  the  hierarchy,  the  Supreme  Head  and  the 
executive  committee  of  the  party. 

7.  The  Fascisti  soldier  has  a  moral  law  of  his  own.  The 
common  moral  law,  relating  to  the  family,  politics,  and 
social  relations,  prismatic  as  it  is,  is  of  no  value  to  the  Fascist 
soldier.  His  law  is  honor,  as  it  was  for  the  knights  of  old,  a 
law  which  aims  at  the  height  of  perfection  without  ever 
attaining  it,  a  law  all-powerful,  severe,  of  absolute  justice, 
even  when  it  conflicts  with  formal  written  law,  which  is 
always  inferior  to  it. 

8.  Absolute  honor  is  the  disciplinary  law  for  the  Fascisti 
militia,  and  besides  being  upheld  by  the  political  organs  it  is 
protected  by  the  highest  officials  of  the  hierarchy. 

9.  The  Fascisti  militia  rejects  those  who  are  impure, 
those  who  are  unworthy,  those  who  are  traitors. 

10.  He  is  "impure"  who,  though  he  follows  the  laws  of 
discipline,  does  not  abide  by  the  commands  of  Fascismo, 
ignores  them,  does  not  put  them  into  practice,  or  violates 
them  in  any  way;  he  who  has  any  kind  of  deficiency  of 
character;  he  who  does  not  use  all  means  within  his  power 
to  attack  courageously  the  secret  or  avowed  internal  enemies 
of  Italy;  he  who  lacks  the  sense  to  meet  the  enemies  of  Italy 
on  the  basis  of  a  life  for  a  life,  an  eye  for  an  eye,  a  tooth  for 
a  tooth,  a  hand  for  a  hand,  a  foot  for  a  foot,  a  fire  for  a 
fire,  a  wound  for  a  wound,  or  a  bruise  for  a  bruise;  he  who 
has  any  lack  of  faith  whatsoever,  any  skepticism,  or  any 
suspicion  of  doubt  when  military  action  is  under  way. 

1  1.  And  he  is  "unworthy"  who  resists  discipline  or  re- 
fuses, whether  positively  or  negatively,  to  recognize  the 
hierarchy;  contests  the  application  of  the  commands  of 
militant  Facismo,  or  wilfully  attempts  to  interfere  with  them 
or  to  slander  them;  violates  the  laws  of  honor  as  understood 
in  the  strictest  sense;  does  not  prove  his  courage  in  the  face 
of  any  enemy  who  may  be  designated  by  his  chiefs;  does 
not  live  up  to  the  duty  of  firmest  solidarity  with  comrades  of 
the  faith  at  every  opportunity,  both  morally  and  materially. 

12.  He  is  a  "traitor"  who  in  any  way,  shape,  or  manner 
offends  or  insults  the  members  of  the  Fascisti  militia;  spreads 
distrust  of  the  leaders  and  creates  or  tends  to  create  dis- 
ruption; stirs  up  or  incites  movements  of  rebellion  within  a 
squadron,     among    squadrons,     among    maniples,     centurions, 
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cohorts,  and  legions;  stirs  up  or  incites  dissension  between 
the  Fascisti  militia  and  the  responsible  leaders  of  the  political 
organs;  stirs  up  before,  during,  or  after  action  any  manner  of 
discontent  by  propagating  other  faiths;  in  any  way  supports 
intrigues  injurious  to  Italy  or  to  Fascismo  as  it  is  interpreted 
by  the  responsible  organs;  resigns  or  withdraws  from  the 
Fascisti  militia  for  the  purpose  of  starting  organizations  which 
are  not  recognized  by  the  party;  having  left  the  Fascist 
militia,  talks  against  it,  insults  it,  or  in  any  way  undermines 
its  existence;  violates  in  any  way  or  for  any  reason  the  bond 
of  a  secret  confided  to  him  by  his  superiors  or  equals;  does 
not  live  up  to  the  oath  of  the  Fascisti. 

1  3.  Those  who  are  charged  with  impurity  shall  be  tried 
as  follows: 

By  the  legion  commanders,  in  co-operation  with  the 
provincial  fderations,  if  any  group  up  to  a  centurion  is 
affected;  by  the  zone  inspectors,  after  hearing  the  opinion  of 
and  in  co-operation  with  the  legion  commanders,  the 
provincial  federations,  and  the  regional  delegates,  if  any 
group  up  to  a  cohort  is  affected; 

By  the  General  Command,  after  hearing  the  opinion  of 
the  zone  inspectors  and  in  co-operation  with  the  executive 
committee  of  the  party,  if  any  group  up  to  one  or  more 
legions  is  affected. 

1  4.  Those  charged  with  un worthiness  or  treachery  shall 
always  be  tried  by  a  commission  which,  in  addition  to  repre- 
senting competent  political  organs,  shall  include  the  General 
Command,  which  shall  hear  the  opinion  of  the  zone  in- 
spectors, who  in  turn  shall  hear  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
manders of  any  legions  affected. 

15.  Those  found  impure  shall  receive  penalties  ranging 
up  to  expulsion;  those  found  unworthy  shall  be  expelled;  the 
traitors,  in  addition  to  expulsion,  shall  suffer  the  severest 
punishments. 

1 6.  The  Fascisti  militia  is  strictly  subordinate  to  the 
political  party,  with  due  attention  to  the  grades  of  the 
hierarchy. 

Not  only  must  it  be  considered  the  right  hand  of  the 
party,  but  there  must  be  such  absolute  unity  between  it  and 
the  party  that  every  Fascisti  is  a  soldier  of  the  idea  without 
distinction  and  Fascismo  as  a  whole  is  the  militia;  every  vio- 
lation of  this  fundamental  principle  is  treachery. 

a.       Every    **prmce"    or    "black    shirt"    shall    be    supplied 
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with  a  special  legion  sign,  in  addition  to  the  party  sign, 
acording  to  the  model  intrusted  to  the  executive  committee 
of  the  party. 

Members. 

1  7.  All  party  members  shall  obey  its  special  laws  of 
honor  and  the  military  discipline  of  the  Fascisti  militia,  based 
strictly   on   the  hierarchy. 

18.  The  Fascisti  militia  is  made  up  of  "princes,"  or 
"black  shirts,"  and  of  "triari**  or  reserves,  as  in  the  Roman 
militia. 

1 9.  The  princes  or  black  shirts  which  formed  the  first 
bands  of  the  Roman  army,  represent  in  Fascism  the  most 
active  and  ardent  fighters. 

20.  The  triari  or  reserves  who  made  up  the  heavy 
militia,  the  nerves  of  the  Roman  armies,  are  the  reserves  of 
Fascismo,  those  who  stand  by  thes  houlders  of  the  fighters, 
the  old  men,  the  vigorous  and  patient  force  of  the  back  line, 
the  spiritual  nerve  of  the  Fascisti  militia  which  is  made  up  of 
those  who  on  account  of  age  or  special  circumstances  are  not 
part  of  the  regular  militia. 

The  triari  are  not  exempt  from  obeying  the  military  laws 
of  Fascismo  and  its  hierarchy. 

2  1 .  The  princes  or  black  shirts  shall  wear  the  uniform 
at  the  orders  of  the  officers  and  according  to  the  prescribed 
rules  for  the  organization  and  operation  of  legions  which 
regulate  its  use. 

The  triari  or  reserves  are  neither  obliged  nor  entitled  to 
wear  the  uniform  except  under  special  orders  issued  upon 
occasion  by  the  General  Command. 

22.  The  decision  of  joining  the  princes  or  the  triari  does 
not  rest  with  the  Fascisti.  When  he  enlists,  he  shall  state  his 
preference,  and  will  be  assigned  by  the  proper  authorities  to 
either  one  body  or  the  other.  The  decision  will  be  made  by 
the  legion  commanders  in  co-operation  with  the  Fascist 
executives,  after  hearing  the  opinion  of  lawer  officials  in  the 
hierarchy  who  are  concerned  with  the  Fascisti  militia,  and 
with  due  regard  to  the  special  conditions  of  the  Fascist. 
Refusal  on  the  part  of  the  Fascisti  to  accept  the  decision  made 
renders  him  thereby  unworthy. 

23.  The  Fascisti  militia  which  formulates  its  disciplinary 
standards  in  this  regulation  has  outlined  its  application  in 
"Instructions  for  the  Organization  and  Operation  of  Legions.** 
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The  Hierarchy. 

24.  The  leaders  of  Fascismo,  both  military  and  political, 
bear  the  most  serious  responsibility.  He  who  would  build 
today  the  new  hierarchy  for  the  Italy  of  tomorrow  must 
possess  the  temper  of  a  feudal  lord,  the  will  of  a  ruler,  the 
personal  charm  and  magnetism  of  an  apostle,  and  a  heart  as 
great  as  Italy.  First  of  all,  above  faith,  strength,  passion, 
and  arms,  he  must  be  a  master  of  sacrifice. 

25.  The  leader  must,  in  proportion  to  his  rank,  teach 
by  example.  He  has  the  right  and  the  duty  to  use  force 
toward  those  below  him.  This  duty  can  never  be  carried  out 
unless  he  can  create  love  around  him,  for  love  alone  gen- 
erates sacrifice. 

26.  The  leader  must  demand  the  strictest  discipline 
from  those  below  him  and  must  keep  himself  under  rigid 
discipline.  In  failing  to  live  up  to  this  duty  he  renders  him- 
self impure. 

27.  The  leader  must  not  shun  responsibility,  but  must 
feel  it  deeply  with  regard  to  his  superiors  and  to  those  who 
are  outside  the  party.  He  must  always  answer  for  those 
below  him. 

28.  If  an  army  does  not  fight,  the  responsibility  rests 
entirely  with  the  general.  If  a  military  division  of  any  degree 
of  strength  falls  short  of  its  duty  in  any  way,  whether  through 
certain  individuals  or  the  whole  group,  the  responsibility  lies 
with  the  leaders  rather  than  with  the  soldiers.  If  a  voluntary 
militia  is  not  perfectly  drawn  up,  it  becomes  the  worst  of 
evils:  if  it  is,  it  is  prepared,  as  Fascismo  always  was,  for  the 
greatest  things.  The  leader  who  does  not  live  up  to  these 
traditions  renders  himself  impure. 

29.  The  whole  membership  of  Fascismo  and  the  whole 
future  of  Italy  are  based  on  the  hierarchy.  Officials  who 
seek,  solicit,  or  accept  any  task  which  they  have  not  the 
strength,  purity,  or  capacity  to  carry  out  render  themselves 
unworthy. 

30.  The  hierarchy,  once  formed,  as  it  is  in  Fascismo,  by 
promotions  won  by  example  and  with  evident  proof  to  the 
members  of  the  sacrifices  made  in  the  Great  War  and  the 
war  against  the  internal  enemy  must  live  and  perpetuate 
itself  by  its  own  powers. 

The  leaders  are  chosen  and  assigned  to  the  Fascist*  militia 
by    superior    officials    who    have    heard    the    opinion    of    the 
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political  authorities,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  set 
forth  in  the  "Instructions  for  the  Organization  and  Operation 
of  Legions."      Every  conflicting  provision  is  abrogated. 

31.  The  political  leaders,  whether  princes  (or  black 
shirts)    or  triari    (reserves)    have  full  title  to  the  uniform. 

32.  They  wear  the  insignia  described  in  Instructions 
and  are  entitled  to  salutes  and  honors  according  to  the  cor- 
responding grades  therein  designated.  By  virtue  of  combin- 
ing civil  and  military  duties  they  are  obliged  to  wear  the 
military  emblems. 

33.  The  black  shirts  must  always  remember  that  Facismo 
as  a  whole  is  the  militia,  and  that  consequently  all  the  leaders 
are  military  leaders. 

34.  During  action  or  military  demonstrations  the  civil 
leaders  have  no  command.  It  will  rest  with  the  military 
commanders  who  are  superior  in  the  hierarchy  to  determine 
their  positions. 

35.  The  scale  of  the  hierarchy  is  solely  for  the  purposes 
above  mentioned  and  for  the  regulation  of  political  and 
military  relations.  It  in  no  way  interferes  with  the  principle 
set  forth  in  Article  1 6  regarding  the  absolute  sovereignty  of 
the  political  authority,  with  due  consideration  to  the  hierarchy 
and  to  the  fact  that  the  militia  is  composed  of  Fascismo  as  a 
whole. 

36.  The  hierarchical  scale  is  as  follows:  Military  rank: 
general  commanders,  general  zone  inspectors,  consuls,  cohort 
commander,  centurion  commander,  maniple  commander. 
Corresponding  political  rank:  party  leader,  general  political 
secretary,  members  of  the  party  executive  committee,  vice- 
general-secretaries,  general  administrative  secretary,  regional 
delegates,   deputies. 

Provincial  secretaries  and  members  of  the  provincial 
executive  committees,  secretaries  of  "Fasci"  (Fascisti  units) 
with  more  than  500  members,  and  their  respective  executive 
committees. 

Secretaries  of  Fasci  with  200-500  members  and  their 
respective  executive  committees.  9 

Secretaries  of  Fasci  having  less  than  200  members,  and 
their  respective  executive  committees. 

The  Uniform. 

37.  "The  Instructions  for  the  Organization  and 
Operation    of   Legions"    prescribe   the   forms  of   uniform,    the 
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insignia  for  officers,  and  the  use  of  the  emblems.      The  black 
shirt  now  has  its  own  glory  and  its  own  history. 

38.  He  who  wears  the  black  shirt  is  more  than  ever 
bound  to  a  correct  and  noble  bearing  in  accordance  with  the 
spirit  and  the  letter  of  this  regulation.  He  who  disgraces 
himself  in  any  way  while  he  is  wearing  the  black  shirt  must 
be  immediately  reminded  of  his  duty  by  the  other  "princes" 
and  by  his  superiors. 

39.  Abuse  of  the  uniform  is  not  permitted.  The  various 
officers  of  the  hierarchy  are  to  regulate  its  use  so  that  it  will 
be  worn  only  by  those  leaders  who  will  make  it  serve  its 
best  purposes,  who  will  wear  it  with  dignity  and  honor,  and 
who  will  defend  it  with  courage.  He  who  abuses  it  is  thereby 
rendered  impure. 

40.  He  who  does  not  defend  the  uniform  and  emblems 
at  the  cost  of  his  life  is  unworthy  of  wearing  them.  The 
uniform  carries  on  the  traditions  of  the  war  heroes. 

4 1 .  The  uniform  must  be  worn  with  pride  and  love. 
Wearing  it  and  for  its  sake  our  dead  gave  up  their  lives. 
He  who  does  not  respect  it,  keeps  it  dirty  or  slovenly-look- 
ing, shows  by  his  negligence  that  he  is  unworthy  of  wear- 
ing it. 

Public  Demonstrations. 

42.  No  demonstration  of  princes  and  black  shirts  can 
be  held  without  an  agreement  between  the  military  officials 
and  the  Fascisti  political  authorities. 

43.  In  making  the  agreements  necessary  for  the  appli- 
cation of  the  preceding  article,  regarding  the  joint  action  of 
the  political  and  military  authorities,  the  officials  concerned 
shall  be  guided  by  the  principles  of  co-operation  established 
in  Articles  1 3  and  1 4,  relating  to  penalties.  In  this  way 
demonstrations  shall  be  determined  upon  with  strict  observ- 
ance of  the  principles  previously  set  forth  for  maintaining  the 
closest  bonds  between  the  various  elements  which  are  in- 
dissolubly  bound  together  in  Fascismo. 

44.  The  rules  for  parade,  for  public  hierarchical  honors, 
for  salute,  for  the  formation  of  sections,  legions,  and  groups 
of  legions,  are  contained  in  the  "Instructions  for  the  Organi- 
zation and  Operation  of  Legions." 

45.  In  every  demonstration  the  leader  shall  see  that  all 
his  men  bear  themselves  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  every 
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good  citizen  feel  that  the  Fascisti  militia  is  the  first  guard  of 
the  nation. 

46.      Whenever    the   black    shirts    appear    in    public    they 
must  prove  that  they  are  the  purest  and  the  highest  patriotic 
force  in  Italy — the  force  which  asks  nothing  and  can  at  any 
time  die  for  the  nation. 

47.  Every  disorder  in  a  group,  every  demonstration  of 
a  demagogical  nature,  or  in  defense  of  private  interests  shall 
be  considered  treason  and  shall  be  punished  as  such  either 
collectively  or  individually.  The  leaders  and  the  chief 
offenders  shall  be  held  responsible  first  of  all. 

Rewards  and  Emblems  of  Honor. 

48.  Fascisti  who  have  in  some  special  way  distinguished 
themselves  in  action  by  deeds  of  courage  performed  in 
purity  shall  receive  as  a  special  distinction  the  medal  of 
Fascisti  courage  or  promotion  on  the  field. 

49.  The  medal  of  Fascisti  courage  can  be  of  gold,  silver, 
or  bronze,  the  coin  and  the  form  of  the  medal  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  General  Command  together  with  the  executive 
committee  of  the  party. 

50.  It  is  tied  with  a  red  vermilion  ribbon  with  two  tri- 
color borders. 

5  1 .  Proposals  shall  henceforth  be  made  by  any  political 
or  military  Fascisti  authority  and  passed  by  all  superior 
political  and  military  authorities  in  the  hierarchy  up  to  the 
general  secretary  of  the  party  executive  committee. 

52.  Proposals  for  rewards  for  valor  shall  be  judged 
without  appeal  by  a  majority  vote  of  the  triumvirate  of  the 
General   Command. 

53.  The  awards  will  then  be  published  in  the  bulletin 
of  the  General  Command  and  reprinted  on  all  orders  of  the 
day  down  to  that  of  the  legion  command  so  that  they  may 
be  read  by  all  princes  or  black  shirts. 

54.  Medals  for  courage  in  action  may  be  awarded  only 
by  the  general  commanders  or  by  the  party  leader. 

55.  Promotion  on  the  field  to  head  of  a  squadron  or 
head  of  a  maniple  may  be  made  only  by  legion  commanders 
or  their  superiors.  Promotion  to  centurion  commander  may 
be  made  by  the  zone  inspectors. 

The  General  Command  shall  always  be  notified  of  any 
promotions. 

56.  Promotion    on    the    field    to    cohort    commander    or 

27 


higher    rank    is   always    decided    by    the    General    Command 
after  hearing  the  opinion  of  the  proper  authority. 

57.  Fascisti  who  have  been  wounded  in  action  or  for 
the  Fascisti  faith  are  entitled  to  a  special  wound  emblem. 

58.  The  wound  emblem  is  formed  by  a  stripe  of  red 
vermilion  braid  5  millimeters  high  and  5  centimeters  long 
to  be  worn  obliquely  on  the  right  sleeve  of  the  black  shirt. 

59.  The  extent  of  the  wounds  or  any  mutilations  may 
be  designated  acording  to  the  same  rules  which  governed 
emblems  for  those  who  suffered  injuries  in  the  war. 

60.  The  General  Command,  after  hearing  the  opinion 
of  the  lower  officials  in  the  hierarchy  who  are  concerned, 
judges  without  appeal  requests  for  awards  of  emblems  for 
mutilations  or  wounds. 

Transitory  Provisions. 

6 1 .  The  provisions  of  the  present  regulation  shall  go 
into  effect  upon  its  publication  in  the  Pbpolo  d*  Italia. 

For  the  General  Command: 

Cesare  Maria  de  Vecchi, 
Emilio  de  Bono, 
Italo  Balbo. 

For  the  Party  Executive  Committee: 

Michele  Bianchi. 

Torre  Pellice,   Sept.    17,    1922. 

RED  AND  WHITE  TERRORISM. 

In  order  to  protect  itself  from  the  conspiracies  of  the 
counter  revolutionists,  a  Red  Terrorism  was  proclaimed  by 
the  Soviet  Government  of  Russia  against  its  enemies.  While 
it  is  possible  that  some  of  us  question  this  policy  of  the 
Soviet  Government,  still  we  are  compelled  to  admit  that  it 
was  justified  in  defending  itself. 

When  the  action  of  the  Russian  Government  became 
known  to  the  world  other  capitalistic  governments  were  in- 
censed and  highly  indignant.  The  international  bankers, 
the  yellow  press  and  the  clergy  protested  against  this  Bol- 
shevik Terrorism  and  attributed  to  it  many  crimes.  On  one 
occasion  a  Catholic  Bishop,  proven  to  be  a  traitor,  was  con- 
demned to  death  by  a  Soviet  tribunal.  This  caused  quite 
a  fuss  in  many  parts  of  the  world  and  preachers,  politicians, 
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including  the  renegade  Socialists,  joined  in  condemning  the 
Russian  Government.  Our  own  Secretary  of  State,  Charles 
Evans  Hughes,  in  his  official  capacity,  protested  the  execution 
of  the  Bishop,  meanwhile  forgetting  that  many  sections  of 
the  United  States  were  at  that  time  ruled  by  organized,  law- 
less mobs.  This  unity  of  opinion  opposing  the  execution  of 
a  Bishop  evidently  came  from  the  fact  that  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  capitalist  class. 

By  directing  our  attention  to  Italy  we  obtain  another 
view  of  a  like  series  of  facts.  Italy  has  since  1919  been 
under  the  iron  rule  of  an  organized  mob.  Mussolini, 
Dictator  of  Italy,  has  used  terrorism  against  the  population 
for  a  period  now  of  at  least  four  years.  During  this  time 
thousands  of  workers  have  been  killed  but  the  preachers  and 
politicians  of  other  lands  have  for  some  .reason  or  other 
remained  silent.  This  silence  gives  us  pause  to  ask,  Why? 
Probably  the  answer  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  the 
victims  in  Italy  are  the  working  people. 

So  we  learn  from  the  logic  of  the  preachers  and 
politicians,  that  terrorism  when  used  to  crush  labor  is  quite 
beneficial  but  when  used  on  the  ruling  class  and  their  agents 
is  an  evil  of  the  basest  sort.  Terrorism,  when  practiced 
by  the  rulers,  is  called  Holy  White,  when  employed  by 
workers  it  is  Bloody  Red. 

CHAPTERS  FROM  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  FASCIST!. 

In  every  age  the  ruling  class  have  used  organized  ter- 
rorism to  keep  the  masses  in  subjection.  Its  appearance  in 
the  most  atrocious  form  has  been  in  Finland  and  Hungary 
after  their  Soviet  Governments  had  collapsed.  Its  most 
bloody  form  has  been  in  the  Fascisti  terrorism  in  Italy.  The 
following  is  one  of  many  chapters  from  the  history  of  this 
cruel   organization. 

The  Murder  of  a  Mother.* 

The  town  of  Agata  Bolognese  (in  the  province  of 
Bologna),  at  1  :30  on  the  morning  of  May  22,  1921.  About 
a  score  of  black-shirted  young  men,  with  drawn  revolvers, 
approached  a  house  in  this  sleeping  town.  The  quiet  is 
broken  sharply  by  a  harsh  cry:  "Adriano  Guiduzzi.  Come 
out!" 


*Published    by    the    Anti-Fascisti    Alliance    of    North    America,    231 
E.    1  4th  Street,   New  York  City. 
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There  is  no  response,  and  the  assailants  begin  to  aim 
bullets  at  windows  and  at  the  door.  In  a  little  while  an  old 
woman,  in  night  clothes,  appears  at  one  of  the  windows. 
Standing  there  atremble,  she  seems  almost  a  personification 
of  helplessness  as  the  flashes  of  the  revolvers  reveal  her 
frightened   features. 

Helpless  Mother  Alone. 

"Adriano  is  not  home,'*  she  pleads,  "I  am  his  mother, 
and  I  tell  you  he  is  not  home." 

But  this  does  not  calm  the  Fascisti.  The  firing  continues, 
and  the  mother's  pleas  are  cut  short.  With  their  canes  and 
the  butts  of  their  guns  the  black-shirts  attack  the  door.  It 
yields  to  their  force  soon  enough.  They  find  an  old  man, 
Guiduzzfs  father,  in  bed,  paralyzed,  and  unable  to  move. 
They  also  find  a  little  girl  of  eleven. 

The  girl  is  driven  out  of  bed  and  ordered  to  lead  them 
through  the  house.  She  lights  a  candle,  scarcely  able  to  hold 
it,  she  trembles  so  much.  Then  she  goes  up  the  stairs,  a 
shouting  mob  of  Fascisti  behind  her. 

Suddenly  she  stumbles  and  falls;  the  men  curse  her  for 
a  stupid  creature.  A  light  is  finally  found,  and  they  dis- 
cover that  the  poor  child  had  tripped  over  the  body  of  the 
old  woman,  lying  there  in  a  pool  of  her  own  blood.  She 
was  still  alive,  and  died  thirteen  hours  later. 

Guiduzzi  was  one  of  the  socialist  councilmen  in  that  town 
and  among  the  most  active  union  leaders.  When  his  mother 
was  found  in  a  dying  condition  that  morning  the  towns- 
people would  not  talk  for  fear  of  bringing  down  the  Fascista 
vengeance  on  their  own  heads.  The  night  murder  was  a 
mystery. 

But  gradually  the  facts  as  given  above  became  known  in 
all  their  brutal  detail.  Whatever  the  Fascisti,  now  in  power, 
may  say,  the  town  which  witnessed  this  crime  can  see  beneath 
the  covering  of  words. 
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ANTI-FASCISTI  DRIVE. 

Workers,  it  is  in  your  duty  to  begin  a  drive  against  the 
Fascisti  elements,  and  to  do  everything  in  your  power  to 
help   all  those  organizations  who   are  fighting  Fascismo. 

In  this  direction  some  very  excellent  work  is  being  done 
by  the  Anti-Fascisti  Alliance.  In  this  connection  also  men- 
tion should  be  made  of  the  WORLDS  War  Veterans.*     Some 


*The  National   Headquarters  of  the  World  War  Veteran  is  located 
at   402   Daily  Star  Bldg.,   Minneapolis,   Minn. 
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months  ago  they  began  a  campaign  against  the  Fascisti  and 
below  we  are  able  to  reproduce  their  manifesto: 

"Workers". 

The  Fascisti  are  organizing  in  America!  Do  you  wish 
them  success? 

Mussolini's  15th  Century  condottieri  have  spread  to  the 
United  States  and  now  claim  a  membership  of  200,000. 
Colonel  Alvin  Owsley,  commander  of  the  American  Legion, 
recently  declared  *  *  *  the  Legion  would  not  hesitate 
to  take  things  into  its  own  hands — fight  the  reds  as  the 
Fascisti  of  Italy  fought  them.  *  *  *  Do  not  forget  that 
the  Fascisti  of  Italy  are  to  Italy  what  the  American  Legion 
is  to  the  United  States,  and  that  Mussolini,  the  new  premier, 
was  the  commander  of  the  Legion — the  ex-service  men  of 
Italy."  Perhaps  more  notorious  is  that  secret  and  clandestine 
organization,  the  Ku  Klux  Klan,  with  its  "super-government" 
supported  by  cowardly  punishments,  that  prohibits  the  free 
play  of  opinion,  foments  civil  and  religious  strife,  and  seeks 
to  divide  America  into  two  classes, — one  to  rule,  another  to 
obey.  This  they  call  "one  hundred  per  cent  Americanism." 
When  Edward  Young  Clarke,  chief  organizer  of  the  member- 
ship drive  learned  that  the  Chief  of  the  United  States  Secret 
Service  was  being  urged  to  arrest  him,  he  commented  thus: 
"Burns  may  be  persuaded  to  arrest  me,  and  if  so,  I  shall 
not  be  constrained  longer  to  keep  off  the  dogs  of  war;  it 
may  mean  a  revolution,  for  I  believe  the  Klansmen  would 
stand  by  me."  A  more  recent  example  of  the  Fascisti  spirit 
occurred  in  Arkansas  when  a  few  hundred  "citizens"  seized 
by  force  of  arms  an  entire  community,  with  lynchings  and 
maltreatment  drove  out  the  railroad  strikers,  their  families 
and  sympathizers,  deposed  regularly  elected  officials,  and 
now  proclaim  to  the  world  that  organized  labor  is  forever 
expelled    from   Harrison,    Arkansas. 

The  ex-soldier  swings  the  Fascisti  club  in  Italy.  Shall 
he  swing  it  here? 

There  are  three  million  unorganized  ex-service  men  in 
America.  Reactionary  organizations,  subsidized  by  bankers 
and  chambers  of  commerce,  are  trying  to  enveigle  them 
under  their  control.  With  strong  financial  backing  they  are 
enabled  to  spread  their  lying  propaganda  through  numerous 
publications.  These  potential  Fascisti  armies  may  make- 
plausible    pretense    of    fairness    and    "one    hundred    per    cent 
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Americanism,"  but  their  records  are  replete  with  mob 
violence  against  lovers  of  freedom  of  every  school.  Who- 
ever practices  free  speech  or  questions  the  divine  right  of 
present  industrial  and  political  dictatorship  is  denounced  as 
"red",  "radical**  and  "un-American,**  held  up  to  an  un- 
thinking public  as  an  immoral  degenerate,  and  mobs  of  ex- 
service  men  are  incited  to  believe  that  such  a  beast  richly 
deserves  tar  and  feathers  of  Judge  Lynch* s  noose. 

There  is  one  ex-soldiers*  organization  that  declares  fear- 
lessly for  industrial  and  political  freedom  and  real  law- 
abiding  Americanism.  We  of  the  World  War  Veterans  live 
up  to  our  principles.  Our  record  is  clean.  So  no  banker 
contributes  to  our  welfare;  no  government  diverts  funds  to 
our  treasury.  Whoever  joins  the  American  Legion  gains 
distinct  advantages — social  entertainment,  industrial  prefer- 
ment, political  prestige.  Whoever  joins  the  World  War 
Veterans  sacrifices  himself  for  an  ideal.  We  stand  firm 
against  fascism,  but  hamstrung  by  poverty,  are  unable  to 
launch  a  counter  attack  unless  the  progressive  spirit  of  the 
nation  is  aroused  to  reinforce  us. 

Are  we  to  remain  asleep  while  the  net  is  spread?  Shall 
we  squirm  helpless  under  torch  and  rope,  machine  guns  and 
bayonet?  Or  shall  we  now  with  organization  and  edu- 
cation spike  their  guns  before  it  is  too  late,  and  forestall 
another  Mussolini  dictatorship  established  by  force  of  arms 
in  the  name  of  "law  and  order,**  "representative  govern- 
ment** and  "one  hundred  per  cent  Americanism,** — all  of 
which  interpreted  invariably  means  unfettered  freedom  of 
the  financial  and  industrial  kings  to  hold  the  masses  in  silent, 
unresisting   slavery? 

The  ex-soldier  carries  the  Fascisti  gun  in  Italy.  The 
reactionary  hands  him  the  same  gun  here.  Every  lover  of 
justice  and  freedom  must  assist  us  with  a  contribution  to 
launch  an   educational   campaign   among  the   ex-service  men. 

Help  us  save  the  nation  from  disaster  and  reversion  to 
medieval  feudalism.  Back  us  in  our  fight  for  liberty,  justice 
and  progress. 

Fraternally, 
HERBERT  A.  SUMAN, 

Acting  National  Publicity  Director,  World  War  Veterans. 

By  authority  of 

JACK  BRADON, 

National   President,    W.    W.   V. 
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UNITED  FRONT  TO  THE  FASCISMO. 

Fascismo,  the  enemy  of  the  working  class  is  at  our  door 
menacing  our  liberties  and  the  vitality  of  our  institutions. 
With  a  message  of  hope  to  the  capitalists  class,  they  are  in- 
creasing  their  influence   from  North   to  South,    East  to  West. 
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It  is  being  welcomed  in  America  by  the  capitalist  class  as 
the  Savior  from  the  peril  of  radicalism.  Dr.  Evans,  the 
Imperial  Wizard,  Col.  Alvin  Owsley  of  the  American  Legion, 
Judge  Gary,  Charles  Dawes  and  many  other  bellicose  re- 
actionaries are  working  together  for  the  success  of  Fascismo. 
They  instinctively  feel  that  it  will  be  effective  in  the  sup- 
pression of  working  class  organizations. 

This  is  a  serious  situation  and  the  workers  must  be 
awakened  and  induced  to  unite  their  forces  in  order  to  stop 
this  Fascisti  invasion.  The  Fascismo  should  be  met  by  a 
united  front. 

Workers,  arise,  to  this  new  peril  and  fight  the  monster! 
It  is  your  duty  to  struggle  to  survive.  You  must  battle, 
without  faith  or  confidence  in  either  the  Socialists  or  cor- 
rupt politicians.  These  latter,  also  are  enemies  of  labor 
and  are  at  all  times  ready  to  betray  your  cause.  They  must 
be  expelled  from  the  organization  and  the  fighting  of  the 
Fascisti  given  into  the  hands  of  the  rank  and  file.  This  can 
best  be  done  by  organizing  on  the  job.  The  industries  must 
be  captured  and  controlled  and  when  the  time  comes  to 
defend  yourselves  be  ready  with  the  weapon  of  economic 
action.  By  this  means  you  can  starve  the  KU  KLUX  KLAN, 
American  Legion  and  all  the  Fascisti  of  the  world  into  sub- 
mission. 

The  procedure  then,  is  plain,  the  workers  must  organize 
and  through  an  intensive  educational  campaign  combat  the 
menace  of  Fascismo  in  America.  If  the  workers  realized 
the  seriousness  of  the  situation  they  would  rest  neither  day 
nor  night  until  the  country  be  rid  of  this  blight.  There  can 
be  no  freedom  nor  justice  nor  liberty  for  the  working  class 
so  long  as  this  deadly  enemy  is  our  midst.  Think  on  these 
things  and  act! 

4  ^WORKERS  OF  THE  WORLD  UNITE,  YOU  HAVE 
NOTHING  TO  LOSE  BUT  YOUR  CHAINS  AND  A 
WORLD  TO  GAIN." 
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At  Last  the  Book  for  Which  You  Were  Looking  Is  Off 

the  Press: 

KU   KLUX   KLAN 

CHURCH  AND  LABOR 

By 
PASQUALE  RUSSO 

"It  has  just  been  my  pleasure  to  read  your 
book,  "Ku  Klux  Klan,  Church  and  Labor."  To 
say  that  it  is  a  pleasure,  however,  does  not  fully 
express  my  meaning,  for  to  read  it  is  both  that 
and  profitable  to  an  extent  beyond  my  calcula- 
tions. I  wish  that  each  and  every  one  of  the 
useful  and  productive  members  of  our  popula- 
tion would  read  it.  No  book  can  equal  it  in  hold- 
ing the  interest  of  the  reader  from  the  first  word 
to  the  last. 

EMILE  HOLMES, 
National  Secretary,  World  War  Veterans. 

Single  Copy,  25  Cents 
10  to  100,  15  Cents  Per  Copy 

Order  from 

PASQUALE   RUSSO 

833  Sedgwick  Street 
CHICAGO 
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